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Table 1
Case studies, by study country.

Country Vietnam India China

Territorial focus Mational State Region (Guangxi
(Vietnam) (Gujarat) Autonomous
Region)

Maternal health case study
Skilled birth if
attendance
Adolescent i
reproductive
health
Domestic violence
Abortion
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Context

Aﬁture of h
M}oljcv issue

Participation in policy Maternal Health system
processesfempowerment || health senvices strengthening
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1999 2000 2001 | 2002 | 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 | 2008

Vietnam | National Flan for Safe Motherhood 2003-10

-
.

| Mational Master Plan for Adolescent and Yaut
| Health Protection, Care and Prametion
i‘.!ﬂm“)d

Domestic
Violenca

Vietnam National Stiategy on Reproductive Health Gare 2001-10. Law approved

Reproductive and Child Health Frogramme - Phase | (1587-2004) H RCH Programme - Phase || (2005-12)

Medical | Mational
Termination of | Guldelines on

Pregnancy Act | ARSH Services
amended | launched

ChinalUNFRA [ ChinatuNFPA 8™ Country Program

4™ Country Pragram 3 {2003-05) |

(19682000 - S > o
 Se— R ———— Resolution on —_—
Plan of Action for Plan of Action Preventing Plan of Action
Safe Mather and for SMB Project and Stopping for SME Project
Baby (SMB) |~ Phase 2 Domestic —Phase 3
Project - Phase 1 Violance

proposed

Key

ISklII@d birth attendance policy | | Adolescent reproductive heaith policy I Domestic violence policy Aportion policy
|
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Table 2
Factors related to the policy issue which facilitate the stages of the policy
process in Vietnam, India and China.

The policy issue Agenda- Policy development
setting and implementation
stage stage

Fits within a context of o
overarching policy
paradigms

Is seen as ‘severe’ or important

Is classed as a health rather
than a social or rights issue

Appears to have clear causes
and feasible solutions

Is non-controversial

Has clear and credible
indicators

Has a global movement to
support it, with global
targets

Involves one sector

Is a longstanding and familiar
problem

Fits easily within the
institutional mandate
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Table 3
Considerations for enhancing policy processes.

Developing and implementing policies
Has consideration been given to the most appropriate type of policy for the issue?
1s the process for developing and implementing this policy appropriate and clear to the key policy actors, at national and sub-national levels?
Have the resource and timing implications for policy development and implementation been considered?
How can the whole policy process be monitored most effectively and efficiently?
Have different policy alternatives been considered and what is the rationale for the selected option?
What resources are required for development and implementation of the policy?
Have the relationships between the policy, delivery of services, staffing needs and health systems been adequately considered?
Adapting to the policy issue
How can innovative and collaborative approaches be developed and tested {especially important for new and complex issues)?
If the issue involves several sectors, who would be the strongest coordinator to ensure all sectors are effectively involved throughout the process?
How sensitive or controversial is the issue and how can this be addressed?
If the policy area is new and unfamiliar, do the institutions involved need incentives or help to build their capacity for new roles?
Ensuring involvement of actors
Which actors could provide useful knowledge and experience and how can they be involved?
Do the mechanisms, such as clear guidelines, exist for ensuring input from all actors and how effective are they?
Do civil society organisations have enough support to be able to take part in the process?
The right policy for the context
Has consideration been given to the effects of the wider contextual factors ( politics, demography) on health policy processes?
Have the constraints for implementation been identified and strategies to minimise them developed?
Have the opportunities in the context been identified, along with strategies to make use of them?
Making policies evidence-informed
What types of information do the different actors need and how these can be used in the most effective way at different stages of the policy process?
What support and guidance is required by different actors to generate and use this information/evidence?
Is evidence adapted for the national or sub-national context and used at these levels?
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