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When most people sit down to create an eBay

listing, they think about how to describe their

item, how to format the listing, how many pictures

to add etc.

But one thing people rarely think about is how to

create search engine-friendly listings!

However without proper SEO, your listing

description doesn’t have a chance of getting found

in Google.

And with millions of people searching in Google for the products you sell, you want to make sure that

people to ×nd your eBay listings BOTH on eBay and off!

Fortunately, creating an eBay listing that is also search-engine friendly needn’t be time intensive or

require any special HTML coding.

You can do it by simply thinking differently about what you put on your listing description page!

7 Quick Tips for Creating Search-Engine Friendly eBay Listings

Many people don’t realize that an eBay listing description is just a simple HTML web page hosted on

eBay.

It’s  no different from any other webpage.  It’s open to the search engines to come and crawl it and

index it.

But the search engines will only crawl and index your page if you set it up properly!  All you need to do

is follow these 7 quick tips!
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First, Think Keywords. (Make this one shift, it will transform the way you do business online!)

What are 5 to 7 primary keywords that people might use to search for your item. For

example, let’s say you’re selling window planters. Some keywords associated with window planters

would be:

window boxes

garden windows

planter boxes

Øower boxes

terracotta

wrought iron

a brand name

color

style

Keep in mind that keywords are different from adjectives!  Many eBay sellers use adjectives to

describe their products: cute, pretty, fun, etc. in lieu of keywords.

People will search online  for a “wrought iron 24″ window box”.  They won’t search for a “Cute window

box!  You’ll love it!”

And while it’s ×ne to embelish your product descriptions with a few well-placed adjectives, using them

in place of keywords will not give you any SEO bene×ts.

Your Listing Title. Now that you have identi×ed 5-7 keywords, it’s time to use them!  And the

×rst place the search engines crawl when they arrive at your eBay listing page is your listing

title.

You have 55 characters in your eBay listing title to jam pack with relevant, searchable keywords.

 (Remember, people who search ON eBay will be searching using these keywords too.)

Take your core keywords and create a listing title. Your title does not have to read like the cover of a

book.  It should only be a “string” of keywords placed in a sensical order.

For Example:
“NEW Home Beauty Wrought Iron 24″ window box planter”

This title will give both the search engines and eBay’s search engine everything they need for the right

buyer to ×nd your item!

Create a 200 Word of Keyword Rich Description. When describing your item, you want to

create a description of at least 200 words with keywords used naturally througout the

description.  Lead with a sentence that includes your most relevant keywords and continue with a

description that surrounds the item with relevant keyword phrases.

For Example:
Product Description:
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This brand new Home Beauty wrought iron window box is the perfect planter for spring!

Classic wrought iron window planters in the hot new lattice look style are all the rage for spring

this year! An outdoor window box lends style  and pizzazz to any window! Or use as an indoor

Øower box,  transform a deck, embellish a fence or brighten up a bare wall.

See how I’ve naturally included the keywords “wrought iron, lattice look, window box and planter” in

the very ×rst sentence in my description.  This reinforces with Google what this page is all about!

Next follow up with a supporting cast of keywords and color commentary.

A bullet pointed list of features gives Google more keywords to index:

For Example:
Product Features:

Brand:  Home Beauty Window Box

Style: Wrought Iron

Size: 24 inches long x 6 inches wide.

Capacity:   Fits 4 small to medium plants

Fasteners: Easy fasten system!

Easy to care for, these sturdy planters are riveted for lasting strength and durability. All seams are

hand-soldered and sanded to a smooth ×nish.

Lacquered top coat protects against the elements.

No assembly required!  Just plant, display and enjoy!

Finally, anchor it with a keyword rich summary sentence.

Just like you learned in school!  Start your listing with an opening statement and close with a summary

statement.

For Example:
“This beautiful wrought iron Øower box makes the perfect planter box for spring!”

From here you can go on to ×nish up your listing with your shipping and customer service information.

This keyword rich listing description weighs in at about 149 words. Keep in mind that you don’t have to

meet the 200 word description every time.  If you’ve said it all in 149 words.  Stop there. If it takes 300

words to accurately describe your produce, keep going!

It’s the format above that’s the secret to listing description SEO!  And you can use this time and time

again in every listing!

Don’t Keyword Spam Your Listings. When Google crawls a listing they are looking for

“conversational content”. Naturally Øowing content on a subject. (Yes, even for product sales.)

What they don’t want is a string of rigid keywords and they de×nitely don’t want keyword spamming!

(nor does eBay.
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So don’t just stuff keywords into your listing description page and call it good.  Google will tell you

otherwise by not indexing your page.  And eBay will pull your listing.

Make it Visible. The practice of using hidden text to bait the search engines is so 1990’s,

you’d think that no one would even do this anymore. But just the other day, I was working

with a client whose local SEO company had just put hidden text (text in the same color as their web

page background) on their webpage. So just in case you might be considering this outdated tactic…

don’t do it! Neither Google nor eBay will go for it!

Bold the Headers. Did you notice in the description above that I bolded the words “Product

Description” and “Product Features”. I did this both for aesthetic reasons and SEO purposes.

 The search engines pay special attention to words that are bolded. Now this doesn’t mean that you

should bold your entire listing description!

But you should bold subject headers in your listing.  Also make those headers one size bigger than your

text body font. (But never bigger than a 16 pt font)

Use the Alt Tag Attribute on Your Images. If you host your own eBay photos, you can use the

“Alt tag” feature on the photo to add relevant keywords “behind the scenes” of you photo.  Alt

tags are visible only to the search engines.  Google will crawl you image looking for alt tags.

For example, if you place pictures of the window box into your listing, use the alt tag attribute on your

photo.  You should also name your photo with a relevant keyword.  So instead of naming it wp123.jpg,

call it “windowbox.jpg”.  This gives you one more SEO reinforcement on your page.

How to Create an Image Alt Tag Attribute:
<img src=”http://yourdomain.com/windowbox.jpg” alt=”window box”>

Make This Your Standard Format

Once you make the mindset shift to creating SEO optimized eBay listings, you’ll be able to easily use

the simple format above for everything you list!   And after creating about 10 listings or so, designing a

search engine friendly listing will become second nature.

Most importantly, you’ll be con×dent that you’re getting the most out of every listing description you

create and they’ll be properly positioned for maximum visibility potential in the search engines.

To learn more about listing SEO and ×nd out the other components that go into Creating an eBay

Listing That Sells! don’t miss this weekend’s Biz Deal of the Day!

-Lisa Suttora
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