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The Villa Savoye  
 
The Villa Savoye is considered by many to be the seminal work of the Swiss architect Le 
Corbusier. Situated at Poissy, outside of Paris, it is one of the most recognisable 
architectural presentations of the International Style. Construction was substantially 
completed ca. ١٩٢٩. 
The house was emblematic of Le Corbusier work in that it addressed "The Five Points", 
his basic tenets of a new aesthetic of architecture constructed in reinforced concrete: 
The pilotis, or ground-level supporting columns, elevate the building from the damp earth 
and allow the garden to flow beneath.  
A flat roof terrace reclaims the area of the building site for domestic purposes, including a 
garden area.  
The free plan, made possible by the elimination of load-bearing walls, consists of 
partitions placed where they are needed without regard for those on adjoining levels.  
Horizontal windows provide even illumination and ventilation.  
The freely-designed facade, unconstrained by load-bearing considerations, consists of a 
thin skin of wall and windows.  
The Villa Savoye was designed as a weekend country house and is situated just outside of 
the small village of Poissy in a meadow which was originally surrounded by trees. The 
polychromatic interior contrasts with the primarily white exterior. Vertical circulation is 
facilitated by ramps as well as stairs. The house fell into ruin during World War II but has 
since been restored and is open for viewing. 
Corbusier designed the building to use a flat roof, a move he said was for functionality, 
though may have been partly due to way it looked for him. Indeed the roof failed its 
functionality, as the roof leaked, causing the owners to attempt to take Corbusier to court. 
However at the same time WW٢ broke out, and Corbusier left the area, leaving the 
building in a state of disrepair. 
Villa Savoye Commentary  
"Unlike the confined urban locations of most of Le Corbusier's earlier houses, the 
openness of the Poissy site permitted a freestanding building and the full realization of his 
five-point program. Essentially the house comprises two contrasting, sharply defined, yet 
interpenetrating external aspects. The dominant element is the square single-storied box, a 
pure, sleek, geometric envelope lifted buoyantly above slender pilotis, its taut skin slit for 
narrow ribbon windows that run unbroken from corner to corner (but not over them, thus 
preserving the integrity of the sides of the square)."  
Marvin Trachtenberg and Isabelle Hyman . Architecture: from Prehistory to Post-
Modernism. p٥٣٠.  
Details  
Address  
Villa Savoye 
٨٢ rue de Villiers  
٧٨٣٠٠ Poissy 
٠٦ ٠١ ٦٥ ٣٩ ٠١ - vox 
٣٣ ١٩ ٦٥ ٣٩ ٠١ - fax 
villa-savoye@monuments-france.fr - email 
Visiting 
Visiting details subject to change without notice. Please rely on confirmation.  
Open every day except Mondays  
Hours  



١ April to ٣١ October: ٩٫٣٠ am to ١٢٫٣٠ pm and ١٫٣٠ pm to ٦٫٠٠ pm. 
٢ November to ٣١ March : ٩٫٣٠ am to ١٢٫٣٠ pm and ١٫٣٠ pm to ٤٫٣٠ pm. 
Last admission - ٢٠ minutes before closing.  
Closed - ١ January, ١ May, ١ and ١١ November, ٢٥ December.  
Access  
RER line A to Poissy, then bus ٥٠ direction La Coudraie , stop Les ?illets or Lycée Le 
Corbusier. 
A١٣ or A١٤, exit Poissy centre.  
Facilities - Unaccompanied tour, booking essential for groups.  
(Visitor info updated ٢٠٠٥٫٠٨١٥) 

 





 
 
Photo, interior spiral stair · Villa Savoye · Poissy, France 



 
Photo, exterior overview · Villa Savoye · Poissy, France 

 
Southeast corner · Villa Savoye · Poissy, France 
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